
HOUSEOFREPRESENTATIVES
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Bill Analysis Bill No.SSB5578

Relatingtothe statetoxicologylab.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:3/24/99

SenatorsPatterson,Horn,andCosta. Staff: ScottMacColl
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7106

BACKGROUND:

TheStateToxicologyLabwasestablishedin conjunctionwiththeUniversityofWashingtonMedicalSchool
andundertheauthorityofthe StateForensicInvestigationsCouncil.Thestatetoxicologistis appointedby
theStateForensicInvestigationsCouncil,andthe counciloverseesandcontrolsthetoxicologylab.

Thelabperformsallnecessarytoxicologicalproceduresrequestedbyall coroners,medicalexaminers,and
prosecutingattorneys.Thelabis currentlyfundedbylicensefeedisbursementsfromfull servicerestaurants,
full serviceprivateclubs,andsportsclubentertainmentfacilities.

Thecrimelabis alsoundertheauthorityofthe StateForensicInvestigationsCouncil,howeverit is housed
withintheWashingtonStatePatrol.Thecrimelabprovideslaboratoryservicestoanalyzeandscientifically
handleanyphysicalevidencerelatedtoanycrime.

TheForensicinvestigationsCouncilis activelyinvolvedin preparingthebudgetsofboth thecrimelaband
toxicologylab,andapprovesbothbudgetspriortotheir formalsubmissiontothe OfficeofFinancial
Management.

SUMMARY:

Allpowers,duties,functions,andemployeesofthe StateToxicologyLabaretransferredtothe Bureauof
ForensicLaboratoryServicesofthe WashingtonStatePatrol.

TheBureauofForensicLaboratoryServicesis createdwithintheWashingtonStatePatroltocombinethe
toxicologyandcrimelabsunderonebureau,andis toprovideallservicesofthe twolabs.

TheForensicInvestigationsCouncilwill beinvolvedin assistingpreparationofthe budgetofboth labs,and
mustapprovethebudgetpriortoformalsubmissiontothe OfficeofFinancialManagement.



TheForensicInvestigationsCouncilwill alsoprescribethequalificationsfor a director,andsubmitthree
namestothe chiefofthe WashingtonStatePatroltoserveasdirectorofthe BureauofForensicServices.
Thecouncilwill furtherappointa statetoxicologist,andestablishthepolicies,objectivesandprioritiesofthe
BureauofForensicInvestigatoryServices.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Thebill takeseffectJuly1, 1999.


